
IT SUMMIT IN MUNICH

BUSINESS BAVARIA

German Chancellor Angela Merkel will be partici-
pating in the congress at the International Munich 
Congress Center on 6 December. The central theme 
this year will be ‘mobile society’. Innovations and 
developments in mobile IT technology will be at the 
heart of the meeting, hosted by the Federal Ministry 
for Economics and Technology.  

“We will present the effi ciency of Bavaria as an IT 
location and the importance of information techno-
logy for our economy and society” promises Bavar-
ian Minister of Economics, Martin Zeil. One goal 
of the event, held for the sixth time this year, is to 
strengthen and further develop Germany’s top posi-
tion as an IT location. 

The Free State of Bavaria plays an important role 
in this context, not only as host. Bavaria has estab-
lished a special working group chaired by Martin 
Zeil, and Reinhold Achatz, Head of R&D at Siemens. 
This group has developed cross-sector projects and 
applications and will present them at the summit. 
Representatives from enterprises in relevant in-
dustries based in the Free State, including big DAX 
players such as Allianz, BMW, Infineon and 
Siemens, will be involved in the developments.

The Free State of Bavaria is hosting the annual summit of experts from government, 
academia and industry. The slogan of the 6th ‘National IT Summit’ is “networked, mo-
bile, smart”. 

As one of the world‘s leading IT locations, the Free 
State also focuses on active networking between 
industry and research. The working group there-
fore features high-ranking representatives from 
Bavarian science and the Bavarian universities of 
excellence - the Ludwig Maximilian University and 
the Technical University of Munich, as well as the 
Fraunhofer Gesellschaft. 

The theme of this year’s summit represents the 
strengths and development potential of the Bavar-
ian IT industry. A regional working group will focus 
on the essential elements of a mobility scenario, 
the emphasis being on so-called ‘seamless mobil-
ity’ –  the development of  perfectly coordinated and 
consistent mobility. In a joint effort, representatives 
from Bavarian end-user companies, ICT manufactur-
ers and universities will set out to explore complete-
ly new possibilities for mobility at the summit. With 
cross-industry expertise, Bavarian experts want 
to develop new possibilities for a mobile society. 
These include fast and easy use of media on the go, 
mobile payments and mobile working – these are 
only a few examples of the upcoming innovations. 

   www.it-gipfel.de

    www.it-gipfelblog.hpi-web.de
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ENVIRONMENTAL 

AWARD GOES TO 

BAVARIA 

This year, the Environmental Award of Deutsche 
Bundesstiftung Umwelt [German Environmental 
Foundation] (DBU) goes to Bavaria. Jürgen Schmidt 
of the mail order company, memo AG, based in the 
Lower-Franconian Greußenheim and the founding 
team of WS Wärmeprozesstechnik from Baden-
Wuerttemberg’s Renningen are the winners of the 
award which is a prize of EUR 500,000. For over 
20 years, Schmidt‘s carbon-neutral enterprise has 
been promoting sustainable consumption with 
ecological products in offi ces, schools, households 
and leisure use. The trendsetter for sustainability 
thus receives the most prestigious honour for en-
vironmentally friendly entrepreneurs in Germany.

The DBU’s German Environmental Award honours 
achievements which have contributed to climate 
and environmental protection, conservation of 
resources, increases in effi ciency or sustainable 
development, in an exemplary manner. Eligible 
entrepreneurs can be nominated by institutions 
such as the Fraunhofer as well as the Max-Planck 
Institute, Chambers of Commerce and recognized 
environmental and industry associations.

  www.dbu.de/343.html
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In 2011, 85,000 young people started their studies at Bavarian universi-
ties. During the winter semester alone, 71,856 fi rst-year students en-
rolled at Bavarian Universities and Universities for Applied Sciences, 
the former colleges of secondary education. Also the total number of 
people studying in Bavaria has reached a new record high - a total of 
321,443 students are registered with the faculties. This corresponds to 
an increase of 11.8 per cent compared to the previous year. Science 
Minister, Wolfgang Heubisch, underlined: “The numbers show it was 
good that, compared to the other federal states, we in Bavaria have 

Bavarian start-up SensAction was elected as the federal ‘GründerChampion 2011‘ for ecological 
responsibility at the German Founder and Entrepreneur Days in Berlin. We spoke to the chairman 
of the board Stefan Rothballer. 

THE FOUNDING TEAM OF SENSACTION MET 
DURING THEIR STUDIES IN BAVARIA. HOW 
DID THE IDEA TO CREATE AN ENTERPRISE 
FOR “MICRO-ACOUSTIC APPLICATIONS” DE-
VELOP?
My two executive board colleagues and I got in-
fected with the entrepreneurial spirit typical of 
the San Francisco region whilst we were there. 
We then participated in an international science 
conference in Vancouver and presented the develop-
ment results from our studies, at the University of 
Coburg, to a broad audience. The feedback was 
great and the business idea began to develop it-
self.

WHAT SIGNIFICANCE DOES ‘ECOLOGICAL RE-
SPONSIBILITY’ HAVE FOR YOU? WOULDN’T 
YOU HAVE PREFERRED THE ‘BUSINESS IDEAS 
AND INNOVATION’ CATEGORY?
‘Ecological responsibility’ means a lot to us. On 
the one hand, we did not expect to win but on the 
other, it hits the nail on the head. Our sensors help 
to make processes more effi cient by ensuring op-
timal use of raw materials, thus preserving those 
materials. In addition, this award helps us with fu-
ture marketing since everyone is now talking about 
the ‘Green Technology’.

NUMBER
OF THE 
MONTH 85.000
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YOUR SENSORS OPERATE VIA ACOUSTIC 
MEASURING TECHNOLOGY. HOW DOES THAT 
WORK? 
Every liquid has an acoustic fi ngerprint. If the 
composition of a liquid changes, so do its acoustic 
characteristics. We measure them with our acous-
tic waveguide, which we developed and patented. 
It works in a similar way to optical fi bre (fi bre optic 
cable).

WHICH DEVICES ALREADY USE YOUR 
LIQUIDSENS MEASURING SYSTEM? 
Our sensors are used for the measurement of oil 
quality in large machines, to monitor coolants 
and lubricants in machine tools, in the production 
and processing of industrial cleaners and so on - 
every time the concentration of liquids needs to be 
measured online and in real time.

YOU OFFER SEVERAL APPLICATION POSSI-
BILITIES, IN WHICH AREA DO YOU EXPECT 
THE GREATEST GROWTH? 
The process industry in both Europe and in North 
America has the biggest growth potential. How-
ever, we also see strong demand in the Green 
Technology arena, for example in the production 
of palm oil.

YOUR WEBSITE IS AVAILABLE IN GERMAN, 
ENGLISH AND SPANISH. WHY SPANISH?
We also work in the water monitoring sector and 
repeatedly receive inquiries from South America 
related to this.

  www.degut.de

  www.sensaction.de

invested in extensive university programs to cope with the increase in 
applications caused by the doubling of school leavers.”

This year the growing run on the nine national universities, 17 colleges 
and other universities under local, church or private control has been 
further increased by two political reforms - the introduction of the 
eight-year High/Secondary School system introduced in 2004 and the 
German Federal Armed Forces reform which suspended compulsory 
military service until further notice. 

STEFAN ROTHBALLER  OF SENSACTION AG 

5 MINUTES WITH ...



The Free State of Bavaria is one of the leading sites for information and 
communication technology (ICT) worldwide. With the Bavarian IT clus-
ter BICCnet, specialized SME enterprises are being networked with the 
industry’s global players. 

NETWORKED FUTURE

Ground breaking innovations in mobile communication are emerging. The Ba-
varian IT cluster BICCnet connects business and academia, companies and 
universities, researchers and investors to create the ideal conditions for com-
panies in the industry to fi nd their optimal partners. BICCnet helps Bavarian IT 
companies take their innovations to market. The Free State promotes innova-
tive projects separately, with funds from the IuK (I&C) advancement program.

BAVARIA - THE IT INDUSTRY’S MEETING PLACE
For decades, numerous IT enterprises from all over the world have been at-
tracted to Bavaria. There are many good reasons for this. Bavaria is particu-
larly well suited for mobile ICT enterprises, as is illustrated by the list of com-
panies who have already set up offi ces here. Telefónica O2 Germany, based in 
Munich, is one of Germany’s largest network providers. 
In the middle of 2010 the company put its ‘Long Term Evolution (LTE)’ test 
network into operation in Munich, a fi rst for Germany. These mobile networks 
transmit data up to fi ve time faster than the current HSDPA standard. LTE net-
works are currently being prepared for the rural areas of Bavaria. Another ICT 
heavyweight, the network equipment provider Nokia Siemens Networks, has 
also chosen the state capital as the location for its head offi ce. 

As a research partner for business, the Fraunhofer Institute for integrated 
circuits in Nuremberg offers a WLAN based localisation system for portable 
mobile devices. This allows owners of mobile WLAN devices to not only deter-
mine their position, but also get useful loction-specifi c information. The Mu-
nich-based company MindMaticsAG, which was founded eleven years ago, 
has also become a leading provider of mobile-based micro-payment systems. 

BAVARIAN INNOVATION CENTRES 
The region of Erlangen-Nuremberg distinguishes itself as an innovation clus-
ter. Alcatel Lucent, one of the leading global network equipment providers, 
has its research and development centre for mobile communication there. 
Nash Technologies, which operates one of the world‘s fi rst and largest private 
test networks for UMTS/HSDPA has its head offi ce in Nuremberg, as has the 
Open Source Business Foundation. The Erlangen based company ‘sunhill tech-
nologies’ developed Europe’s biggest mobile phone parking system. Called 
‘sms & park’, the system was introduced in the Croatian capital Zagreb ten 
years ago and, according to the company, is now used by up to 85 per cent of 
all drivers in 80 European cities.  

The Munich and Nuremberg Fairs provide a suitable platform for companies to 
market their products. Each year the international fairs, such as Electronica in 
Munich and Communication World and e-procure in Nuremberg, are attended 
by ICT experts from all over the world.

In addition to this, the growth of the IT industry in Bavaria is also promoted 
by other organizations. The IT cluster in Upper and Lower Franconia as well 
as the Kommunikations- und Informationstechnologie Initiative Schwaben 
e.V. [Communication and Information Technology Initiative Swabia] network 
participants locally. A site which is currently on the rise is Upper Palatinate, 
where  ICT has comprised approximately 30 per cent of new start-ups in 
recent years. The trend shows no signs of stopping - the local universities 
provide the next generation of personnel  and IT Speicher, the Regensburg 
founder centre, promotes new start-ups and relocations.

  www.invest-in-bavaria.de/en/bavarias-clusters/information-and-electronic-

        technologies/information-and-communication-technologies/

  www.bicc-net.de

  www.iis.fraunhofer.de
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IN FOCUS:
MOBILE COMMUNICATION  
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Six centuries after its invention, Lebkuchen aka gingerbread is still an 
integral part of the Bavarian Christmas season, along with snow and 
the Christmas tree. During the cold winter days production of sweet 
delicacies by Franconian manufacturers booms.

The triumphant advance of the spicy pastry product began behind the monas-
tery walls of Middle Franconia at the end of the 14th century. Franconian nuns 
and monks integrated the sweet confectionary invented in the Belgian region 
of Dinant into their diet and produced it, in modifi ed form, as nutritious provi-
sions for pilgrimages. The spicy sweet delicacy became popular and it wasn‘t 
long before bakers outside the monastery walls specialized in the production 
of the wafers. The trade of ‘gingerbread baker’ developed and soon they re-
ceived the honour of being awarded their own guild. In 1643 the Nuremberg 
City Council offi cially recognized the craft. Today gingerbread  conjures up the 
image of Nuremberg both at home and abroad..

The origin of the name ‚Lebkuchen‘ is debated to this day. The actual refer-
ence to the word ‘Leben – live’ is questionable, it is far more likely that the 
origin is linked to the Latin term ‘libum – wafer’. In addition, the Germanic 
word ‘Laib – loaf’ is considered a possible origin by etymologists. However, 
considering the long history of gingerbread, just one name does not suffi ce 
anyway - the epitome of Christmas pastry is also known as pepper, spice, or 
honey bread and in some places is also sold as Lebenskuchen, Labekuchen, 
Leckkuchen or Magenbrot.

Nuremberg‘s long tradition and worldwide fame as the centre of gingerbread 
production is down to its historical siting - the old city’s favourable location at 
medieval trade routes supported by the fl ourishing honey making craft in the 
surrounding forests, meant that Frankish bakers had the raw materials and 
sales markets right on their doorstep.

Over the centuries, people with a sweet tooth were constantly enjoying new 
versions - glazed, chocolate or natural, with or without wafers, fl avoured with 
different spices such as cinnamon, star anise, ginger, cloves, cardamom and 
coriander. There is no single recipe for gingerbread – it‘s the mixture that 
makes the difference. Depending on the basic ingredients, such as honey, 
exotic spices, almonds, nuts, oil, seeds and fl our the taste has substantially 
varied from the Middle Ages to modern times. However, with all the variety, 
lovers of the traditional pastry can be sure of one thing: products with the 
‘Nuremberg’ label will guarantee Nuremberg quality. Since 1996 Nuremberg 
gingerbread has been a protected product and bears the EU ‚Protected Geo-
graphical Indication‘ seal. 

More about the original Nuremberg gingerbread can be found at: 
 ww.lebkuchen.nuernberg.de 
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FAIRS AND EVENTS

... BY AND WITH INVEST IN BAVARIA

INVEST IN BAVARIA ON MEDICA 2011
16 NOV. 2011 – 19  NOV. 2011 in Düsseldorf
Mr. Andreas Reichelt
Phone: +49 89 24210-7518 
healthcare@invest-in-bavaria.de

... IN MUNICH

PRODUCTRONICA
15 NOV. – 18 NOV. 2011
Worldwide leading trade fair for 
innovative electronics production

 www.productronica.com/en/home

HEIM + HANDWERK
30 NOV. – 4 DEC. 2011
Consumer fair on building, 
furnishing, living

 www.heim-handwerk.de/en

FOOD & LIFE
30 NOV. – 4 DEC. 2011
High-quality and traditionally 
hand-made specialities from all over 
Europe

 www.food-life.de/en

... IN NUREMBERG

SPS-IPC-DRIVES
22 NOV. – 24 NOV. 2011
International trade fair & congress 
for electric automation, systems & 
components

 www.mesago.de/en/SPS

... IN AUGSBURG

AKADEMIKA
22 NOV. – 24 NOV. 2011
Job fair

 www.akademika.de/augsburg.html

NUREMBERG GINGERBREAD: 
FAMOUS PASTRY WITH A PAST

IMAGE SOURCES
P.1: seraph / photocase.com | P.2: www.invest-in-coburg.de
P.3: victorgeorgiev / photocase.com | P.4: Gloria Meyerle / thinkstock.com

YOUR KEY TO OUR STATE
Invest in Bavaria – The Business Promotion Agency of the Bavarian Ministry of Eco-
nomic Affairs, Infrastructure, Transport and Technology and Bayern International

PUBLISHER
DR. JOHANN NIGGL
PRINZREGENTENSTR. 28
D-80538 MÜNCHEN
TEL.: +49 89 24210-7500
FAX: +49 89 24210-7557
INFO@INVEST-IN-BAVARIA.COM

BUSINESS BAVARIA
COORDINATION: ALEXANDRA SCHMIDHUBER
EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT: WWW.TEXTBAU.COM
TRANSLATION: WWW.TRANSLATE-ME.INFO
ART DIRECTION | INTERNET: ALEX PODOLAY
DESIGN: WWW.TREIB-STOFF.COM


